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Are you for or againstthe bonus?
.Read "This Hero Business**

Mrvin& Cobb
.

THE pout I am trying to e«H at is that pub¬
lic opinion in its reactions toward one-

legged Mort Overstreet of our town presently
showed decided and chilling modifications.
Perhaps I can best sum k up in the progrès.r> e
stages of its cooling-off. First, ave bare Mr.
Banks Ferguson, some two months after the
close of hostilities :

"Say, takin' him by and large, ain't be
turned out tobe about the dumbest imitation of
a cooQuerin' hero ever you aeen in your life ?
Here the Ladies' Aid goes and get« up a con¬

gratulation party at tbe Methodist church spe¬
cially on bis account. -He's to be tbe center
of .«traction, with everylxxry shakin' hands
.with him and Pre.idin' Elder Burns all organ¬
ised to make a complimentary speech about
him right to his face. And what dors be do?
Smack in die middle of things he upe aad dis¬
appears and later on we find ont that he's
sneaked away and gone on home and went to

bed. Says he's gktin' tired of be i? ' fasted over ;
says if anybody's interested in his case they
might spend a little time findip' out why his
back pay is be in' held up on him. That's grat¬
itude for you.ain't k ? And try to gk him to
tefi you somcthin' about tbe war or how a battle
looked or tbe way one of them big shells
sounded when it went off dose to you.just
try, that's all. He'll statt in with a pack of

tiresome «.mei about tbe cooties, «or about how
they don't measure iff sai ? over there by miles
the way crvibxed people «io but by killymertere,
whatever they are.'"_
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Imagine the lapse ot six months more and
hearken to Mr. David Lucas, attorney at law.
also real estate and loans, farm mortgages a

specialty. Tbk is Mr. Lucas speaking :

"Well, sir, be was in here again yesterday
wanting to know why that mix-up about bis
disability allowance hadn't been straightened
out yet up at Washington. That makes tbe
third time m less than a month he's come to
my office or else waylaid me on tbe street to

pester me about that, blamed claim of his.
Didn't I taie his case as an act of charity?
Didn't I write to my dose friend Jake Hargis
asking him to give die matter bis personal in¬
terest? Didn't I get a letter back from bis sec¬
retary, practk.Jly by return mail, saying that
just as soon as suitable opportunity offered tbe
secretary would bring the matter to Congress
man Hargis's -Mention ?

"But oh shucks, what's the use! Where
does he get off anyhow, to be bleating around
like thatr '
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